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OUR COMPANY PHILOSOPHY

Our Vision statement “A travel experience that just might be life changing” is a testament to our philosophy.  The adventure you do with our company will be filled with opportunities for you to give back in some small way to the communities in which we travel to or have an experience that might possibly have a profound affect on your life.  We are not just an adventure company.  Yes, you will go on adventures.  Yes, we are a “for profit” company but we do it in a way that helps those that are less fortunate than all of us.  Do we charge more for our adventures than some of the other companies?  Sometimes.  You only have to go to the web to discover that.  It is the manner in which we do business and the way we give back that is different and thus costs more to do.  

If you can afford to go on an international journey, you are a very fortunate person compared to the rest of the world’s population.  How you got there doesn’t make any difference, the difference is that our experience and travels have shown us we can help and give back a little, or sometimes a lot through our deeds, to those that really need it.  You will be part of that cause when you go on one of our adventures.  

When you give to a large organization that claims to be a non-profit, you never really know how much of your money is going to the cause you donated to.  Our Nepal Trek guide, Mr. Pasang Sherpa, told me a story about an Australian that went to the Himalayas on a Trek.  He was so overcome by the conditions in which the students, in a remote village school had to endure he went home and organized funds for the school.  He donated $6,000 to one of the large humanitarian organizations with a promise from them that the money would be used in that school.  A year later he returned to visit the school; the village elders thanked him for the generous donation to their school.  They were proud to show him how his $1,100 was spent on the school.  I, in no way suggest that all organizations are this way.  We help out a number of them.  While in Nepal, we help Sir Edmund Hillary’s Himalayan Trust on all of our trips to the Lower Everest Region.  We, in addition to helping this very important cause, will personally take funds to communities, or buy materials for needed projects we (you included) choose while on your adventure.  We, at IDLEWILD ADVENTURES, are committed to the betterment of those that have the will, but not necessarily the means.  That opportunity comes from our efforts while on our trips.  You the customer will get this opportunity as well to help.  How do you eat an elephant?  Why, one fork at a time, of course.  We are not trying to be a large humanitarian company.  We want to help provide you the opportunity to put your “One Fork” to work in helping others.  This is one of the many ways we give back.

NEPAL

On our Nepal trips, we travel to some of the most remote and poorest areas in the world.  We are committed to using local guides and workers for your needs.  This helps the community by providing employment in areas otherwise void of employment opportunities.  The funds provided for this employment allow the workers to send their children to school, pay for much needed medical care and housing.  We donate a portion of our profits, and any additional donations from you and our fundraising efforts, to the schools and hospitals in the area.  We also enlist your help, while on our treks, to do projects that directly impact the schools, hospitals, and monasteries in the region.  This help includes putting to use our numbers (you the trekker, the porters, guides, and Sherpa) in clean up projects in and around the schools, hospitals, and monasteries.  On our treks we will identify specific needs and if we can help at that time we will.  It might be as simple as going around the village, gathering rakes and brooms, and cleaning up around the school before dinner.  If we do not have the resources available at that time, we at IDLEWILD ADVENTURES will do fund raising and on our next visit to the area will arrange for that specific project to be accomplished.  It might be as small as providing funds for supplies, a new floor, chairs, chalkboards, helping pay for another teacher, or possibly building a new school.  Be part of the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of these wonderful people.

THAILAND

You are probably wondering, “How does going on a golf / flex adventure fit in with this philosophy?”  In Pattaya Beach we help support the Pattaya Sports Club.  They are a small non-profit organization that was set up by expatriates that live in the area.  Their mission is to fund the betterment of needy children, the handicapped, and the underprivileged.  Pattaya Sports Club 2007, “Supporting local charities remains a key objective of the club and as the club has grown, so has our ability to donate.  Our focus is on needy children, the handicapped, and the underprivileged. For the year 2005/2006 donations to charity from the Pattaya Sports Club were in excess of baht 2.9 million.”  That is almost $100,000.00 dedicated to this wonderful cause.  Our Golf Flex adventures provide funds directly to this worthy cause.  We will ask you to provide a digital picture of yourself (that we can shrink down to 1” square) at the time of your booking.  We donate your fee to the sports club and obtain your membership card prior to your arrival.  This simple act will help with the community.  Your participation in the golf keeps caddies, grounds keepers and the like employed in the area.  Every little bit helps.  

While in Chiang Mai, we will contribute a portion of our profits, in your name to the Elephant Nature Park www.elephantnaturefoundation.org this contribution will allow you, if you wish, to visit the park on one of your flex days.  You will have the opportunity to observe the elephants interacting naturally, watch them in their family groups, feed them fruits and vegetables, and help bathe them in the river.  100% of our contribution goes to the care of the elephants.  Help make a difference in their lives.  
CHINOOK CHALLENGE

The fishing tournament run by our company provides funding to the Regional Food Bank of Tillamook County, a program of the Oregon Food Bank, which collects and distributes food to more than 20 nonprofit programs serving people in need throughout Tillamook County.  Recipient programs include food pantries and hot-meal sites as well as programs that help youth, the elderly, those who are disabled and others in need.  The Regional Food Bank also coordinates a senior Brown Bag program, which distributes about 70 bags of food monthly.  Meals on Wheels volunteers through Northwest Senior and Disabled Services deliver meals to help seniors supplement their food supply and improve nutrition.  It is our hope that this effort will help educate and provide assistance to the communities of the Tillamook estuary and the lives of countless others.  

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ATV ADVENTURES

There are those who wish to close all National Forest lands to use by anyone on motorized vehicles.  What we are dedicated to is the responsible use of these lands.  None of us want to see the inconsiderate and damaging effects of irresponsible riding.  Those that go on the ATV adventures will help with this effort by learning about responsible riding.  We donate a portion of our profits to programs that educate riders and lobby Federal, State, and local government agencies to keep open access to these areas that we ride in.  There is history to learn, adventure to be had, and a long standing set of rules for access to our National Forest lands.  They are ours to enjoy, not abuse.  Help in this effort by booking one of our Idaho or Colorado rides.    

Giving back, responsible tourism, educational endeavors, and volunteerism are all part of this philosophy.  Be part of this difference.  We can all help in ways that truly make a huge difference in the lives of others, ourselves, our environment and of course the elephants.   
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